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And study she has. 
Dr. Jane had nine 
years of formal educa-
tion beyond the eight 

years it takes to become a veterinarian. She 
calls this challenging career choice, “tanta-
mount to climbing Mount Everest.” 

She could very well have been a successful 
veterinarian with her DVM, but Dr. Jane’s 
drive to “help those who cannot speak 
for themselves” motivated her to learn 
more in her field. She practiced only five 
years before she was invited back to the 
University of Georgia to study veterinary 
behavior, thus earning another degree—a 
Master of Science—and propelling her 
into a PhD/Residency program at the 
University of Minnesota.

“Our four-legged family 
members give us so much 
and ask for so little in re-
turn,” she says. “They truly 
give us unconditional love. 

It is an honor and privilege 
to be of service to them.” 

Dr. Jane’s family then grew, 
inspiring creation of her 
veterinary practice in Sherrills 
Ford. She and her husband, 
Scott Nephew, knew that family 
would be their focus. Deciding 
to move closer to her parents, 
they chose Lake Norman as it 
was “love at first sight.” Their two 

boys, Preston and Jonathan, now 15 and 
12, helped to change Dr. Jane’s career path 
from academia to private practice; and the 
family enjoys their rural life around the 
water while having a “big city” and all its 
activities nearby. 

Her mother, who worked briefly at the 
NSA as a Russian linguist until her chil-
dren came along, gave Jane her sense of 
levity. “When she died, the church made 
and commemorated the Pat Barber Medi-
tation Garden in her honor,” Dr. Jane says, 
“as a tongue-in-cheek memorial to her 
because she was never quiet. She would 
have loved it!”

Her mother also modeled to Jane that 
intelligence is personable. “When I enter an 

exam room, that person is the only 
person in the world to me at that 
moment. I am not just diagnosing 
an illness or checking their ani-
mal; they are a friend who shares 
a little piece of their life with me,” 
Dr. Jane confirms. “My goal is not 
to run an assembly line of animals 
through the building, but to share 
my journey of giving my time, my 

life, and my God-given love and care for 
animals. This is not simply my profession; it 
is my calling.”

Dr. Jane also finds inspiration from her 
furry friends. “Dogs and cats do not end-
lessly replay old ‘woulda, coulda, shoulda’ 
tapes of past regrets,” she reminds us. “I try 
very hard to emulate my patients and live 
‘in the moment.’”

Her perspective on hard work compares 
to her sage professional advice: “There’s no 
such thing as a ‘free’ puppy or kitten. You 
have to go all-in!” +
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for the

V e t e r i n a r i a n  Dr. Jane BarBer s h a r e s  h e r  s t o r y  …

When a member of our family is ill, we look for a highly 
educated medical specialist with an excellent bedside manner and 
patience to care lovingly and thoroughly for our loved one. And if 
our member of the family is a calico cat or a French bulldog, we 
expect exactly the same expertise and dedication.

Dr. Jane Barber, or “Dr. Jane” as the parents of her patients call her, 
of Veterinary Specialties at the Lake has always been an “all in” kind 
of gal. “I finally settled on veterinary medicine as a career at the 
ripe old age of eleven,” says Dr. Jane. “I have a vivid memory of my 
mother (jokingly) telling her bridge group that she had ‘given up on 
me’ and was just going to move my bed down to the barn into the 
third stall on the left.”

Growing up in a suburb of Baltimore, both Dr. Jane’s parents were 
great influences in her life. Her father, who grew up in an orphan-
age and ran away to join the Navy, was a strong, proud role model 
who later retired from the National Security Agency (NSA). His 
job, which had offices at the Pentagon and Fort Meade, even took 
the family to the Far East for three years while Dr. Jane was grow-
ing up. His physics major sheds a bit of light on Dr. Jane’s propen-
sity for sciences, and his work ethic taught Dr. Jane to give all of 
herself to her veterinary studies.
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ThErE is no wAy i could gET Through EvEn 

A singlE dAy wiThouT This grEAT TEAM. 

Each one is a blessing.

“this is not simpLy 
my profession; 

it is my calling.”


